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            For the past twenty-five years there has been a significant debate over the amount of intimate partner abuse (IPA) committed by women against men. Studies employing large, random, and national or community samples and using the Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS), a questionnaire that asks about recent use of specific tactics by an intimate partner against the respondent to measure IPA, tend to conclude gender symmetry : that men and women are equally likely to be both perpetrators and  victims of IPA. Despite these findings, other researchers (as well as most shelter workers) continue to maintain that there is not  gender symmetry in IPA. These other studies are more likely to employ samples from shelters, hospitals, and police reports and report that as many as 90 to 95 percent of IPA involves a male perpetrator against his female partner or ex-partner.

Several arguments have been made to explain the huge discrepancies in scholars' interpretations of findings regarding women's use of violence against intimate partners. These arguments include criticisms of the CTS as a measure of IPA, concerns over gender differences in reporting of IPA and its impact on abuse rates, the differences due to settings in which the data have been collected and the samples studied and, finally, issues related to studying solely victimization rather than studying victimization and  perpetration simultaneously.

In addition to addressing whether the frequency  of IPA is gendered, it is necessary to ask whether the nature of IPA is gendered. Many scholars and victim advocates report that women have different motivations  for using force against their current or former intimate partners. For example, women are far more likely than men to employ force with their intimate partners in the context of self-defense. Furthermore, research findings are consistent regarding extreme gender differences in the consequences  of men and women's violence in their intimate relationships. A significant amount of research reports that women suffer more negative consequences as a result of violence from a current or former male partner than men do from a current or former female partner.

The research review reported in this paper concludes that IPA is gendered: Men and boys are more likely (than women and girls) to be the perpetrators, and women and girls are more likely (than men and boys) to be the victims of IPA. At the same time, it is necessary to recognize that there are some women and girls who are abusive and violent to their intimate male partners . This is estimated to be in five percent or fewer of the cases. Research indicates that women's and girls' IPA needs to be understood in the context of learning abuse/violence, the opportunity to use abuse/violence, and choosing to use abuse/violence.

There are important implications from these findings. First, researchers need to more carefully design measurement instruments and data collection so that intimate partner victims are not confused with intimate partner abusers. Second, the research instruments need to be designed to measure IPA among a broad cross-section of individuals (e.g., across ethnicities/races, immigrant-status, etc.). Finally, criminal processing personnel (e.g., police, prosecutors, judges) need to more carefully scrutinize whether a woman who is reported to be an intimate partner abuser is indeed abusive or instead, a victim of IPA, so as not to treat and process a victim as an offender.
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NEW Blog Post for SAAM 2024
This April, we’re excited to uplift the NSVRC’s theme for Sexual Assault Awareness Month 2024, "Building Connected Communities." Learn more here!
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Special Collection: Updated for Tax Year 2023
Getting ready to file taxes? Check out the "EITC & Other Tax Credits" special collection, updated for tax year 2023!
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NEW TA Guidance Series
This new TAG series offers practical strategies to identify, reach, and effectively serve Black women-identified survivors. Check it out!
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Prevention Tool of the Month
"Place Matters: The Environment We Create Shapes the Foundations of Healthy Development" explores opportunities for shaping environments so that all children can grow up in safe and thriving homes and neighborhoods.
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          Thursday, April 11, 2024Putting Survivors at the Center: Designing new programming models to support non-GBV focused organizations to better support GBV survivors



    Tuesday, April 16, 2024Webinar 3: In conversation about Collaborating for Justice



    Thursday, April 18, 2024Advocating with Survivors Who Have Alternative Perceptions: Simple Strategies to Overcome Stigma
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National Resource Center on Domestic Violence

2080 Linglestown Road, Suite 106 - Harrisburg, PA 17110

Voice 1 800 537-2238 | Fax 717 545-9456 | Online Contact Form
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